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House of Representatives

EXTENDING ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEE ON MINORITY VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill, H.R. 674.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 674.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CAMPUS
SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1288, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF TENNESSEE WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2008 NCAA BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on

suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1151.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1151.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF CONNECTING FOSTER YOUTH
TO THE WORKFORCE THROUGH
INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and agreeing to
the resolution, H. Res. 1332.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 1332.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1384 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 6599.

0 1958
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6599)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2009, and for other purposes, with Mr.
POMEROY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) and the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. WAMP) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, this funding bill sends
a clear message to America’s veterans,
servicemembers, and their families
that Congress recognizes and appre-
ciates their service to this country and
the sacrifices they have made on its be-
half.

Those are not my words. Those are
the words of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars stated just 6 days ago.

The Disabled American Veterans said
this bill ‘“‘provides the means to serve
and care for sick and disabled veterans,
to provide housing facilities for mili-
tary families, and to fund the activities
of several other agencies that affect
veterans, a most generous and nec-
essary act.”

The American Legion said this bill
effectively addresses every aspect of
the VA budget. H.R. 6599 addresses im-
provement and increased funding for
medical care, mental health care, med-
ical research, long-term care, rural
health care options, both construction,
major and minor, nonrecurring mainte-
nance, and claims adjudication.
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